
Edelweiss: Journal of Current Innovation in Educational Research 
Vol. 1, No. 1, July 2023, pp. 36-43

E-ISSN: 3021-7717  

DOI:  

36 

USING MIND MAPPING TO IMPROVE STUDENT’S WRITING SKILLS

OF THE ELEVEN GRADES AT SMP PRAJA MUDA ACADEMIC YEAR 

2022/2023 

Dewi Sari Mulia 

Students in English Education Study Program, STKIP Padanglawas, Indonesia 
*Corresponding Author: dewimulia@yahoo.com

1. Introduction

Education is an important aspect in a person's life. One of the skills required in education 

is the ability to write. Writing is an important communicative skill because a person expresses 

ideas, conveys information, and shares knowledge with others through writing. Yaspen Nurul 

Huda Serapuh ABC 11 Class of 2023 challenges students to improve their writing skills. In this 

class, four students had difficulty organizing their ideas and communicating them effectively in 

writing. These problems impair the ability to express ideas and insights effectively in writing, 

thus limiting academic development. Addressing this challenge requires innovative and 

effective approaches to teaching writing. 

One of the suggested methods is to use mind maps as a tool to improve a student's 

writing skills. Mind mapping is a visual technique that helps students organize and relate their 

ideas in a logical and creative way. In this context, this study aims to explore the use of mind- 

her mapping as a tool to improve the writing skills of Yaspen Nurul Huda 11 Serapuh ABC 

2023 students. The study involves four students with writing difficulties. In this lesson, students 

will be trained on how to use mind maps as a strategy for planning, organizing, and 

communicating their writing ideas. It is hoped that the use of mind maps in writing classes will 

help students overcome the barriers they face in writing. 

Mind maps help students organize information better, connect ideas more clearly, and 

write coherent thought processes. 

This research is expected to make a valuable contribution to the field of education. The 

results of this study provide insight into the effectiveness of using mind maps to improve the 
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writing skills of students in the Yaspen Nurul Huda Serapuh ABC 11 Class of 2023. It is hoped 

that students will acquire better writing skills by using this method. This in turn will improve 

overall academic performance. 

Looking at interviews with grade 11 English teachers in MAS YASPEN NURUL 

HUDA SERAPUH ABC for the 2023 school year, we can see that some students have below 

average writing skills. This is because it is difficult for students to convey their ideas to teachers 

to write or create something. In general, students find it difficult to find topics, find phrases, 

and have trouble using language norms. These difficulties prevent students from expressing 

their ideas and thoughts well, even when they are reluctant to write. This is inseparable from 

the teacher's role as a provider of learning materials. Learning writing skills by teachers has so 

far only aimed at teaching theory and language skills, and teachers often ignore the process of 

writing skills. This type of learning makes students bored and bored. 

MAS YASPEN NURUL HUDA SERAPUH ABC's declining ability to write stories in 

her 11th grade has many causes. First, students' motivation to participate in writing classes is 

still low. This can be seen from the fact that students often complain when given the task of 

writing a story. So when it comes to children's writing ability, only about 35% write well, the 

rest write poorly. As a result, some students are still below the average English score 

(75),especially when writing an essay. 

Considering her three problems above, this problem basically stems from the poor 

methods teachers use to learn how to write stories. For this reason, when teachers try to modify 

innovative learning methods in writing, it can motivate students and save time. In addition, the 

learning process works so well that the idea-flow problem proposed above can also be solved 

by her mind map method. 

 

1. Literature Review 

1.1 Definition of Mind Mapping 

Mind Mapping method as an effective, creative way of writing and meaningfully 

"mapping" one's thoughts. Mind maps are an easy way to put information into the brain or take 

information out of the brain(Tony Buzan,2004:4). 

Mind mapping is a way of visualizing verbal into visuals or images which can make it 

easier to store, strengthen, and recall information that has been learned(Jensen and 

Makowitz,2002:64). 

Mind Mapping is a very effective and efficient method for storing and releasing data or 

information from or to the brain. This system works according to the natural workings of the 

human brain, so that the potential and capacity of the brain in humans can be 

optimized(Caroline Edward,2009:64). 

Mind Map is an alternative way of comprehensive thinking activities in the brain to 

linear thinking. Mind maps reach in various directions and assemble thoughts from all sides. 

Mind maps are an easy way to put information into the brain and take information out of the 

brain(Bagus Taruno Legowo,2009:5). 

Mind map is a graphic technique that allows a person to explore the entire brain's ability 

for thinking and learning purposes(Susanto Windura,2008:16). 

Mind mapping is a way of thinking that helps one to differentiate ideas or words by 

using symbols and colors. It is usually extracted from the same sources as before, with the 

accommodations under a thicker layer. By using the mind mapping method, a job applicant has 

the possibility to enhance their creativity and also to save the words associated with the 

visualization. By using the Mind Mapping method, one can increase their capacity to store and 

write back stored data. It is an attempt to promote the development of all-around thinking, 

including creative and divergent perspectives, as well as the ability to think ahead of time. 
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1.2 Definition of procedure text 

Procedure text as a text that aims to tell people what to do or how something is done,the 

language used leads to invitations or persuasion(Knapp and Watkins,2005:153-156). 

Procedure text simply as a sequence of actions to create or produce 

something(Keraf,2013:103). 

Procedure text as text that describe how something can be done according to step by 

step(Gerot and Wignell,1995:206). 

 
1.3 Definition of Writing 

Writing is a way for people to communicate with others without having to use words. 

Writing is an activity that produces and interprets something productive and inspiring. What's 

more, the ability to write something is more complicated than the ability to communicate, such 

as listening, reading, and speaking. During the writing process, it's important to pay attention 

to the structure that relates to the different parts of writing, this will help the reader understand 

the author's message. Therefore, writers must use the same structures such as words, phrases, 

paragraphs, and others correctly. 

The text written must have a meaning or purpose. When they paint, they create a concept 

and turn it into a work. After that, they must be able to explain to the reader what was written. 

The way the writer communicates with their writing has an important influence on whether or 

not the reader is able to understand their writing. 

Conhecimentos about the structure of language and how to reorganize words, phrases, 

sentences, and paragraphs to create an interesting work are important to define writing as good 

writing. It can be seen that the ability to write is the capacity to express ideas, feelings, 

knowledge, and personal experiences through escrito language well, so that the person reading 

can understand what the writer has written. 

In composing, teachers must be aware of good and correct grammar, as well as thinking 

about all thoughts in the form of sentences, choosing a topic or theme, developing ideas, and 

how to direct in order to produce an interesting, exciting, and informative work. 

All these components are needed in a good literary work. Teachers should encourage students 

to express their ideas in writing so that they can create effective sentences and paragraphs. The 

written text is a way to cast, cast, and store feelings, emotions, and thoughts. Teachers should 

teach interesting ways for students, so that they will enjoy the process of writing. 

Writing is a two-step process. The first process is figuring out the meaning and the second 

process is putting the meaning into language. Writing represent what we think and what we 

feel. Writing also reflects things,which stay in the mind and heart. The students find many 

difficulties when they start looking for some reason to write and producing their ideas into a 

text( Elbow,1973:336). 

 

1.4 Conceptual and Framework 

The purpose of language learning is to help students to develop their ability. Improve 

the ability to communicate,either verbally or in wrting. One of the skills that students must have 

in an ability to express their thoughts through writing. Writing is one of the four skills that 

produce for turning consepts into interesting words and then giving them to others. 

Students are expected to gain the same knowledge and skills both by skimming and 

drawing. The teacher should be a helpful lisener and improve the student’s sketcing ability. The 

mind mapping technique is one of the new ways of learning. Students are guiede to create works 

with diffrent types shapes,colors, and symbols. 



Dewi Sari Mulia                                       Edelweiss: Journal of Current Innovation in Educational Research, Vol. 1, No. 1, July 2023, pp. 36-43 

 
 

39  

 
 

2. Research Method 

Research methods include: 

A. Time and Place 

This reseacrh was conducted at MAS YASPEN NURUL HUDA Serapuh ABC 

school from May 24 to June 6. 

 

B. Population and Sample 

The subjects of this study consisted of grade 11 students of the MAS YASPEN Nurul 

Huda academic year 2023,by including 4 students. The sample for this study can be 

taken from 4 students who are the focus of the study. 

 

C. Research Variables 

1) Independent Variable 

a. Aplication of mind mapping . 

b. Method in writing learning. 

2) Dependent variable 

a. Students’writing ability before and after aplying mind maps. 

b. Students’motivation to use mind maps. 

c. Students’response to the introduction of mind mapping. 

 

D. Research Instruments 

1) Problem Identification 

a.What problems do students face in writing? 

b.What are the factors that cause these problems? 

c.How often do students write in english? 
2) Action Plan 

a. How does the aplication of mind mapping help students write? 

b. How to introduce mind mapping to students? 

c. How to motivate students to use mind mapping in writing? 

3) Action Implementation 

a. How can mind mapping be used in learning to write? 

b. How do students respond to the introduction of mind maps? 

c. How to facilitate students to use mind maps? 

4) Action Assessment 

a. What are the results of applying mind mapping in learning to write? 

b. How to measure the improvement students’writing ability? 

 

E. Data Collection Techniques 

In the study, researchers used observation techniques on students to determine their 

level of writing skills using mind mapping. After that, researchers interviewed 

subject teachers to find out about how students' understanding of writing used mind 

mapping techniques.After conducting interviews, researchers conducted a test of the 

first cycle to three cycles. 

 

F. Data analysis techniques 

a. Descriptive analysis: The teacher conducted a descriptive analysis of the 

students' writing test results before and after applying the mind mapping 
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technique in their writing. Descriptive analysis is done by calculating the 

mean, median and percentile of the test results. 

 

 

 

b. Teachers compare students' writing test results before and after the 

intervention to find out changes in students' writing skills. Comparative 

analysis can be done using t-test or Wilcoxon test. 

c. Qualitative Analysis: The instructor conducts a qualitative analysis of the 

results of observations, interviews, and documents collected during the 

research process. Conduct qualitative analysis by identifying themes that 

emerge in the data and linking them to relevant theories. 

d. Triangulation Analysis: The instructor conducted a triangulation analysis by 

comparing the results of several data collection instruments used. This was 

done to ensure the validity and reliability of the data obtained. 

 
3. Discussion and Finding 

The research conducted was classroom action research. Classroom action research is 

used to solve spesific classroom or school promblems, improve teaching and other educational 

strategies, or make decisions at a specific level ( Santrock,2004). 

 
3.1 Description of Cycle I 

It can be concluded from the results of the study that the researchers found that many 

students still do not understand the concept of good and correct writing. Therefore, researchers 

and subject teachers need to work together to get the final results later, and using mind maps to 

conduct writing skills experiments can provide satisfactory results. 

The purpose od this study was determine the diffrences between MAS YASNPEN 

NURUL HUDA Serapuh ABC 11 grade students who were taught mind mapping technology 

and students who were taught traditional technology. In addition, this study also aimed to 

determine the effectivenesss of mind mapping in writing lessons. Data for this study included 

baseline (before test) score data and endpoint (posttest) score data. 

 

Tabel 1. Cycle I Formative Enlish Learning Test Results Summary 

 
No Score Fi Xi Fi.Xi Persentase 

1 50-55 1 52 52,5 25% 

2 56-60 1 58 58 25% 

3 61-65 2 63 126 50% 

4 66-70 0 68 0 0% 

 Total 4  236,5 100% 

Average  59,12  

 

From the summary in table 1.1, it can be seen that among the 4 students, 2 students 

scored 50% and the other 2 students scored 25%. The data has yet to reach KKM with a GPA 

of 59,12. These learning outcomes suggest that some learning requires special treatment to be 

accomplished through collective. 

 
3.2 Description of Cyle II 

The implementation of the first cycle of English learning is divided into four stages: 
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palinng,implementation measures,observation and reflection. In the planning stage,use the 

mind map learning mode for learning. Table 2 shows the results of implementing Enlish 

learning activities using the mind map learning model in the second cycle. 
  

Table 2. Cycle II Formative English Learning Test Results Summary 

 
No Score Fi Xi Fi.Xi Persentase 

1 60-65 0 62,5 0 0% 

2 66-70 0 68 0 0% 

3 71-75 2 73 146 50%% 

4 76-80 2 78 156 50% 

 Total 4  302,5 100% 

Average  75,62  

 

Base on the results of the formative testing in the second cycle,as shown in table 2 above, 

by summarizing the results of the formative testing of the text program material used to learn 

English in the second cycle it can be shown that the average value of the learning results when 

the learning improvment is implemented in the second cycle is 74,37. While not acheiving a 

KKM score of 75, students’ learning improved at least slightly by applying the mind mapping 

writing model. Therefore,researcher and teacher still need to make improvments in 

learning,which will continue into the third cycle. 

 

3.3 Description of Cycle III 

After cycles one and two have been carried out by researchers and researchers have given 

tests to students but the results are still not satisfactory enough so researchers continue to the 

third cycle to get better results than the previous cycle. 

 

Table 3. Cycle III Formative English Learning Test Results Summary 

 
No Score Fi Xi Fi.Xi Persentase 

1 65-70 0 67,5 0 0% 

2 71-75 0 73 0 0% 

3 76-80 1 78 78 25% 

4 81-85 3 83 249 75% 

 Total 4  327,5 100% 

Average  81,87  

 

From Table 3 above, Summary of Formative Test Scores for Learning English for Cycle 

3 Text Procedure Materials, we can explain that:The average learning outcome for the third 

cycle of learning improvement was 81.87. The number of students who completed their 

education was his three, about 75%. The number of students who do not complete their 

education is 1 or 25%. Therefore, the researchers and observers concluded that the learning 

completion rate reached 80% or more based on the average results of the formative tests, the 

learning outcome value exceeded the KKM score of 75, and the learning improvement process 

was declared successful. I was. And cycle 3 is complete. A comparison of initial student 

learning outcomes is detailed in Graphic. 

under: 
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Figure 2 Below Graphically Illustrates The Increase in Average Student Learning 

Outcomes. Second Below!!! 
 

 

 

Increase in Average Student Learning Score in Cycle I,Cycle II and Cycle III 

 

from the results of observations regarding the results and completeness can be seen the 

graph above can be concluded that from each cycle carried out has increased even though the 

increase did not occur very much, at least each student can apply the mind mapping method in 

improving their writing skills. so that the learning improvement process is declared successful 

because the increase in student learning outcomes and completeness reached 81.87. 

 
4. Conclusion 

Based on the results of a class activity study conducted at Yaspen Nurul Huda Serapuh 

ABC in the 2023 school year, it can be concluded that the use of the mind mapping method can 

improve the writing skills of class XI students. Examples of changes: initially not ready, lack 

of enthusiasm and less active in learning, then ready, excited, happy and happy lo learn. This 

can be seen from the improvement of students’ writing learning outcomes by using mind 

mapping method applied in learning. Therefore, it is recommended that the mind mapping 

method continue to be used in writing classes in these school to improve students’writing skills.
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